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Election Special 


Tuesday,November 11, 1986 


Jean Doré delivers victory speech while Michael Fainstat (right) looks on. 


CP’s sole survivor 


Civic Party supporters in St- 
Henri were jubilant as the final 
tally showed that incumbent Ger- 
main Prégent won his seat by 1000 
votes. It was the only happy 
moment during the course of the 
night as the MCM won 55 of the 58 
available seats. 

Prégent, 58, is not daunted by 
the fact that he is the only Civic 
Party councillor left to face the 
new administration. “I will be 
there to defend the Party just like 
Auf der Maur and Fainstat did 
when they were alone in opposi- 
tion?’ said Prégent. 

Prégent explains the Civic Par- 
ty’s defeat by saying Montrealers 
were swept away in “‘a Doré wave’’, 
comparing it to Mulroney’s land- 
slide election in 1984. Prégent said 
that he respected democracy and 
the voters’ decision and wished 
Doré good luck as mayor. 

However, Prégent predicts that 
the Civic Party will regain power in 
the next civic election, and doubts 
Doré’s ability to realize all the 
electoral promises that were made. 


“The MCM plans to eliminate 
the residential water tax; that’s $30 
million out of the city budget. 
Were is the MCM going to retrieve 
that money?” 


Prégent is not sure how he will 
adjust to being a member of the 
opposition. He said he would have 
to take a few days to consider his 
position and will meet with Dupras 
in the next few days to discuss 
future plans. 


Prégent said that he was confi- 
dent of his re-election, because the 
MCM candidate, Kevin Cadloff, 
was an unknown in the commu- 
nity. Prégent was first elected in 
1978 and received the largest 
municipal majority, 64.9 per cent, 
in the 1982 election. 

“I did not promise anything to 
my constituents, but I did promise 
to be available to them at all time?’ 
said Prégent. During his terms a 
City Hall, Prégent saw the creation 
of five new parks, public works on 
the Lachine Canal and the develop- 
ment of Place St-Henri. 


Germain Pregent 


Montreal’s new team 
for the next 4 years 


MCM leader Jean Doré will 
have the luxury of picking the next 
six executive committee members 
among 55 elected councillors. 

Michael Fainstat, the grandfa- 
ther of the Montreal Citizens’ 
Movement, is considered by party 
members and opposition foes to be 
a model city councillor. Perfectly 
bilingual, the 62-year-old engineer 
will most likely be nominated as 
the president of the Executive 
Committee. 

Robert Perrault is another likely 
choice for a top position in Mont- 


real’s new administration. The 39- 
year-old economist has occupied 
posts as director and administrator 
in several organizations. Labelled 
as “‘superbrillant”, and very ambi- 
tious, Perrault will probably con- 
tinue his role of handling the 
MCM’s economic dossiers. 

The MCM party “whip” for 
several years, John Gardiner, 44, 
could be the second anglophone on 
the executive council. He has 
played a prominant role on hous- 
ing issues and is involved with 
community groups in the city. 
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Léa Cousineau, 44, the party’s 
first president, is active in promot- 
ing women’s rights, having serv- 
iced on the council for the status of 
women for several years. 

Benoit Tremblay will probably 
be called on to tackle the industrial 
development dossier for the new 
council. He was, until last August, 
the assistant minister of Com- 
merce and Industry in the provin- 
cial government. Despite his young 
age, 38, his nomination to the 
council is not really in doubt. 


A new era 


~ MCM 
MANIA 


Jean Doré and the Montreal Citizens’ Movement 
wiped out the incumbent Civic Party in Sunday’s civic 
election, taking 55 of 58 seats. 

Doré took 67 per cent of the vote, leaving Civic Party 
leader Claude Dupras with 30 per cent. 


“We will be in contact with 
Montrealers?? Doré said. “Our 
team will start a true dialogue with 
the public?’ 

Germain Prégent of the Civic 
Party, Sofoklis Rasoulis of the 
Montreal Democratic Municipal 
Alliance, and independent coun- 
cillor Nick Auf der Maur retained 
their seats and will form the offi- 
cial opposition. 

The five other mayoralty candi- 
dates received minimal support. 

Election officials say 50 per cent 
of the 700,000 eligible voters went 
to the polls. The MCM received 
equal support from the fran- 
cophone and anglophone ridings. 

MCM veteran Michael Fainstat 
said the party will immediately 
open up city hall. 

“We will have a public question 
period at our first council meet- 
ing?’ he said. 

Prior to the election, the MCM 
held 14 seats, the Civic Party 40 
and the independents three. 

Dupras, who conceded defeat at 
9:00 p.m., two hours after the polls 
closed, congratulated Doré and 
pledged to rebuild by adopting the 
Civic Party’s first constitution and 
recruiting grassroot members. 

In his concession speech, 
Dupras offered parting words to 


retiring Mayor Jean Drapeau. 

“We will never forget Mayor 
Drapeau, the creator of the mod- 
ern Montreal?’ Dupras said. ‘“‘We 
will never forget him and I will 
never forget this man?’ 

This is the first election since 
1954 in which Drapeau has not 
run. 

Doré, in his acceptance speech, 
reaffirmed his election promises to 
change Drapeau’s autocratic, 
secretive style and have better rela- 
tions with different communities. 

“A race relations policy, an 
affirmative action program and a 
multilingual information desk at 
city hall were not promises — they 
were commitments and will will 
put them to work?’ Doré said. 

The 41-year-old lawyer, a one- 
time CBC journalist and former 
press secretary to René Lévesque, 
promised during the campaign to 
attract business to Montreal, sup- 
port cultural industries, abolish 
the annual $60 water tax and stim- 
ulate downtown development. 

The MCM was founded in 1974 
as a coalition of New Democrats, 
Parti Quebecois supporters and 
union activists. But it has since 
transformed itself into a moderate 
left-of-centre party. 


‘Beautiful victory’ 


The celebration at MCM head- 
quaters had begun long before 
Montreal’s new mayor Jean Doré 
hopped on stage, looked out at the 
crowd and said, “What a beautiful 
victory.’ 

As about 1,500 supporters 
chanted his name over and over, 
Doré said, “An MCM administra- 
tion will be an open administra- 
tion, not only because of our com- 
mittment to democratize city hall 
but also because of our will to 
recognize the multicultural charac- 
ter of this city:’ 


Michael Fainstat, who has 
awaited this victory for 12 years, 
said, “We are in the process of 
demolishing a wall of separation 
between the municipal government 
and the citizens?’ 

Among those present was Gilles 
Charland, a spokesman for the 
city’s blue-collar workers whose 
union is still without a contract. 

“If the MCM follows its pro- 
gram, we expect to reach a settle- 
ment on our contract by Christ- 
mas;’ he said. 


AT A GLANCE 


MCM....... 


Civic Party .. 
MDMA ..... 
independent 
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Montrealers had no voice in city council 


Montrealers have been locked 
out of city hall for the past 26 years 
years. 

MCM councillor Michael Fain- 
stat, who faced the Drapeau 
administration for 12 of those 
years, called the former mayor’s 
style “autocratic and conspiratori- 
al?’ 

“Under Drapeau;’ he says, 
“Montreal was one of the few 
North American cities where there 
were no standing (permanent) 
committees, no referendums on 
city issues, and no public consulta- 
tion?’ 

There were certainly no secrets 
about former Mayor Jean Dra- 
peau’s hatred of open government. 
In his opinion, criticism and oppo- 
sition parties were frivolous and 
dangerous concepts. 

During the 1962 election, for 
example, he asked Montrealers for 
nothing less than total victory for 
the Civic Party. 

Even a small opposition could 
block council proceedings, he said, 
and the people had elected him 
mayor to get results, not to debate, 
consult, explain, or answer critics. 

No one denied he got results. 
Typical council meetings could 
approve as many as 80 motions, 
resolutions and bylaws in less than 
half an hour. But this was accom- 
plished by preventing Civic party 
and opposition councillors from 
raising complaints about their dis- 
tricts. 

As president of the council, Dra- 


peau had the power to adjourn 
meetings, which he did when coun- 
cillors asked embarrassing ques- 
tions. 

Drapeau answered to no one, 
least of all to the Malouf Commis- 
sion that accused him of irrespon- 
sible management for the $1 bil- 
lion Olympic debt. 

When Drapeau finally allowed 
council to accept questions from 
the public in 1980, the question 
had to be submitted 10 days in 
advance. But they were never read 
in council, and the answers were 
mailed a week later. 

In October 1982, the Quebec 
government passed Bill 46, which 
forced Montreal to open city hall 
to a public question period, but the 
law prohibited questions with 
“useless preambles or expressions 
of opinions” Councillors were not 
obliged to answer these questions. 

Drapeau shrugged off sugges- 
tions that he ran a closed city hall 
by saying, ““Montrealers don’t have 
a tradition of being interested in 
how their city runs. Anyway, a 
municipal government is always 
closest to the people?’ 

Journalists have also been frus- 
trated by the Drapeau administra- 
tion’s closed door policy. Howard 
Schwartz, CFCF news reporter, 
describes the former mayor as 
“unapproachable”’ 

“The press attempted to get 
answers for municipal issues?’ Sch- 
wartz says, “but we were unable to 
speak to Drapeau directly. We were 
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referred to ‘department heads’ 
who often wouldn’t return our 
calls before the deadline of the 
story or would say they didn’t have 
anything on the story yet?’ 
Schwartz says the former mayor 
refused to answer questions on 
anything he did not want to dis- 
cuss. If reporters persisted, Dra- 
peau would walk out of the room. 


How does Montreal compare to 
other cities? 

¢ In Toronto, voters elect the 
mayor and councillors seperately. 
Unlike Montreal, the public and 
reporters have access to all civil 
servants. 

@ In Vancouver, the public not 
only has access to building project 
plans, but they can also criticize 


these plans and suggest changes. 

¢ Seattle and Cincinnati have 
public information committees 
that prepare pamphlets informing 
the citizens on the city’s current 
problems. 

e Council meetings in Brant- 
ford, Ontario are broadcast by 
television and radio. 


Promises, promises 


From water fluoridation to the 
abolition of the hated Denver 
Boot, the MCM has made 90 elec- 
toral promises to make Montreal a 
model city. 

The important promise for most 
Montrealers is the pledge to open 
up City Hall to the public. Doré 
has promised to give Montrealers a 
say in the running of their city. 

The MCM has promised to hold 
an open question period at each 
City Council meeting, where citi- 
zens can voice their opinions to 
hold referendums in districts con- 


* cerned with zone changes; to 


appoint an ombudsman to investi- 
gate complaints about the city’s 
administration; and to create per- 


manent commissions of City 
Council, which would hold public 
hearings when the need arises. 

The MCM has promised in par- 
ticular to listen to the concerns and 
opinions of Montreal’s ethnic pop- 
ulations by establishing an infor- 
mation desk at City Hall to serve 
Montreal’s main cultural com- 
munities. The MCM has pledged 
to co-operate with the cultural 
communities as part of a general 
policy of neighborhood restora- 
tion. The hiring of minorities in 
the civil service, the police force 
and the transit system is a priority 
for the MCM. 

Among other promises, the 
MCM has pledged to abolish the 


$60 water tax for residential prop- 
erties and allow instalment pay- 
ments of property taxes. 


The MCM has promised to help 
tenants who fear their homes will 
be turned into condominiums by 
recognizing the tenant’s right of 
occupancy. They plan to maintain 
the freeze on the conversion of 
rental dwellings into condos. 


The MCM has pledged to make 
Montreal a better place to live by 
developing green spaces, promot- 
ing tourism, improving traffic con- 
ditions and by fostering economic 
development in communities and 
the East End. 


3% vote for fringe candidates 


Fringe candidates didn’t fare 
well in Sunday night’s municipal 
election capturing only 3% of the 
total vote. 

Montreal Democratic Municipal 
Alliance (MDMA) party leader 
and mayoralty candidate Kenneth 
Cheung was somewhat consoled by 
the victory of MDMA candidate 
Sofoklis Rasoulis in Park Exten- 
sion. 

“Now we are the official opposi- 
tion together with the Civic Party;’ 
he said. 

But Cheung says he is not partic- 
ularly happy with the overall elec- 
tion result. 

“We have a landslide victory for 
the MCM. This is no good. In any 
democracy, we need an effective 
opposition and this is what we 
don’t have in this election?’ he said. 


The 48-year-old real estate agent 
who was once again defeated in the 
Ville-Marie district by John Gar- 
diner of the MCM is disappointed 
because Montreal’s minorities will 
again be under-represented at city 
hall. 

“An all-white city council is 
unacceptable?’ he said. 

Although this is Cheung’s sec- 
ond failed attempt to become may- 
or, he says he will probably run in 
the next municipal election. 

“We will continue our role as an 
effective opposition?’ Cheung 
said. 

Another fringe candidate, Ned 
Dmytryshyn was drumming up 
support for the Revolutionary 
Worker’s League (RWL) on elec- 
tion day by distributing the group’s 
socialist newspaper. 


“Our campaign does not end on 
election night?’ said Dmytryshyn, 
who ran for mayor for the RWL. 

He pledged to continue in his 
effort to protect the rights of 
laborers and to support the 
oppressed. Dmytryshyn, a metal 
worker, used his campaign to pro- 
mote his pro-abortion and anti- 
apartheid views. 

He supports strike action by 
university students to fight under- 
funding and is currently partici- 
pating in campus walkouts. 

An ardent unionist, Dmytry- 
shyn attended Gaston Harvey’s 
funeral to show his solidarity with 
striking Manoir Richelieu work- 
ers. He called Harvey’s death an 
“assassination?” 

Dmytryshyn considered his 
campaign a success. 


Mayoralty candidate, Philip 
Moscovitch, vowed Sunday night 
to continue his policitcal life and 
form the Hippopotamus Party in 
time for the next federal election. 

Barefoot and cigar-chomping, 
Moscovitch told a crowd of well- 
wishers that “Jean Doré won this 
round, but I shall return?’ 

“Hopefully, the MCM will 
implement my policies;’ the 
Concordia student said. 

During the election campaign, 
Moscovitch called for the disman- 
tling of both Mirabel airport and 
the Olympic Stadium. 

The first-year English student 
says the airport should be taken 
apart and rebuilt where autoroute 
13 ends. The olympic debt could be 
eliminated by selling its pieces to 
tourists. “The mast and roof 


would stand, of course?’ said Mos- 
covitch. 


Moscovitch took solace in the 
fact that he “didn’t do much worse 
than Dupras’’ 


The big MCM majority worries 
him. Doré might turn out to be a 
“sleezeball like all other politi- 
cians, but we’ll have to wait and 
see;’ Moscovitch said. 


“Eight thousand of my closest 
personal friends” attended the 
“victory” party, according to Mos- 
covitch, but conservative estimates 
put the attendance at eight. 


The party was marred by neigh- 
bors’ complaints and a police visit. 
“Even if I get arrested, “‘he said, 
“it would be worth it?’ 
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Sticks with MCM 


MCM candidates swept all four 
N.D.G. districts last Sunday night 
in a repeat performance of the 
1982 municipal election. 

Michael Fainstat scored an easy 
win in the Confederation district. 
One of the founding members of 
the MCM in 1974, Fainstat is dep- 
uty leader of the MCM’s caucus 
and its longest serving elected 
member. He is favored to become 
the next chair of the Executive 
Committee of the new MCM 
administration, a position former- 
ly held by Yvon Lamarre. Should 
Fainstat be appointed, it will mark 
the first time that the post has been 
filled by an anglophone. 

Fainstat’s opponent, Civic Party 
candidate Stanley Beiner, is a lec- 
turer in accoutancy at Concordia 
University. He claimed to be satis- 
fied with his showing of 31 per 
cent. 

“T think it’s a respectable show- 
ing,’ he said of his loss. “I said 
right from outset that it would bea 
valuable learning experience, and I 
think I had a good showing all 
totalled?’ 

The most hotly contested seat in 
N.D.G. was the one in the 


Sharon Leslie 


se 


District 


. Louis Riel 

. Marie Victorin 

. Longue Pointe 

. Tétreaultville 

. Honoré Beaugrand 
. Langelier 

. Préfontaine 

. Maisonneuve 

. Hochelaga 

. Boubonniére 

. Rosemont 

. Etienne Desmarteau 
. Louis Hébert 

. Francois Perrault 

. Gabriel-Sagard 

. Jean Rivard 

. Saint-Michel 

. Sault-Au-Récollet 
. Marc-Auréle Fortin 
. Fleury 

. Ahuntsic 

. PAcadie 

. Cartierville 

. Saint-Sulpice 

. Parc-Extension 

. Jean-Talon 

. Octave-Crémazie 

. Villeray 

. Jarry 
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Michael Fainstat 


Concordia University riding of 
Loyola. Suspense was high until 
the last of the votes were tallied, 
giving Sharon Leslie of the MCM 
2,794 votes to Bob Keaton’s 2,682. 

Of the four Civic party candi- 
dates running in the N.D.G. area, 
Keaton was thought to have the 
best chance of winning a seat. 
During her campaign, Leslie 
received a lot of support from her 
fellow MCM running mates in the 
N.D.G. area; Arnold Bennet, Sam 
Bosky and Michael Fainstat. 

Arnold Bennett, housing critic 
for the MCM, secured his third 
mandate in the Noter Dame de 
Grace district with 68 per cent of 
the vote to defeat Civic Party can- 
didate George Hayes. 

Sam Boskey was the winner in 
Decarie with 58 per cent of the vote 
against Civic Party candidate Jean 
Lapostolle. 

The N.D.G. area, with the 
exception of the 1978 elections, 
when only Fainstat won, has solid- 
ly backed the MCM since its for- 
mation in 1974. 

Voter turnout was low, with a 45- 
50 per cent showing. 


Winner 

(R indicates re-election) 
Jacques Charbonneau 
Réal Charest 

Nicole Boudreau 
Nicole Milhomme 
Scott McKay 
Richard Brunelle 
Hervé Pilon 

Ginette L Heureux 
Diane Barbeau 
André Lavallée 
Michel Lemay 

Lea Cousineau 
Diane Martin 

Frank Venneri 
Vittorio Capparelli 
Micheline Daigle 
Giovanni lalenti 
Benoit Tremblay 
Giovanni De Michele 
Pierre Lachapelle 
Pierre Bastien 
Gérard Legault 
Kathleen Verdon 
Michel Benoit 
Sofoklis Rasoulis (R) 
Pierre Goyer 
Martine Blanc 
Joseph Biello 

André Berthelet (R) 


Rasoulis 
wins 
In PE. 


Sofoklis Rasoulis, Munici- 
pal Democratic Alliance 
councillor for Park Exten- 
sion, is one of the three oppo- 
sition members in city hall. 

Rasoulis with 2706 votes, 
beat three other candidates of 
Greek origin. George Dar- 
saklis, the MCM’s hope had 
1987 votes. Pota Roumeliotis 
ran for the Civic Party and 
Starros Zakakos ran as an 
independent. 

“T worked hard in the past 
and the people realized the 
services I gave them, therefore 
they re-elected me;’ Rasoulis 
said. 

Darsakalis comented, “I 
wish I knew where I went 
wrong.’ Roumeliotis said “I 
felt the battle would be 
between myself and Darsaka- 
lis, but that did not occur?’ 

The major issue was who 
could best serve the district 
and the district’s ethnic com- 
munity. All the candidates 
said they would strive to make 
the civil service more repre- 
sentative of the city’s ethnic 
composition. 

Roumeliotis, one of the six 
ethnic candidates in the Civic 
Party, had pledged to work 
for an ethnic aid office to help 
Montrealers who speak nei- 
ther English nor French. 

Rasoulis said he would 
fight for the administration to 
guarantee employment equity 
for ethnic groups, women and 
the handicapped. 

Rasoulis won his seat in 
1982, in the predominantly 
ethnic district, with the now 
defunct Municipal Action 
Group. 


THE WINNERS 


Nick Auf der Maur 


Cameron Charlebois 


Auf der Maur 


holds on 


The bubbly was kept on ice in 
the Downtown riding of Peter 
McGill as the two main rivals 
braced for a photo finish. 

Incumbent Nick Auf der Maur 
had been given a run for his money 
by the MCM’s Cameron Charle- 
bois, winning by only 55 votes. 

“I didn’t take any joy in defeat- 
ing a guy in such a close race?’ Auf 
der Maur said. 

Because of the narrow and unex- 
pected margin of the vote, a 
recount was ordered and both can- 
didates had to wait for the initial 
tally to be confirmed. 

Auf der Maur, who ran as an 
independent, said, “There was a 
massive tidal wave (for the MCM), 
but his was the one hold-out. Best 
of all, we did it without one of 
those crummy parties behind us’’ 

Charlebois, 35, an architect and 
professor of Urban Studies at 
McGill University, is disappointed 
but says the MCM has made pro- 
gress in the area. 

“The MCM has come out of the 
basic wilderness in this area. We 


took on a man with 12 years of 
experience on council and ran him 
neck and neck. Don’t be too disap- 
pointed;’ Charlebois told his sup- 
porters. 

First elected as an MCM coun- 
cillor, Auf der Maur founded the 
now-defunct Municipal Action 
Group (MAG). He agreed to sup- 
port the Civic Party in this elec- 
tion. In return, the Civic Party did 
not run a candidate in the district. 

René Delbuguet of the Montreal 
Democratic Municipal Alliance 
and owner of the Chez La Mére 
Michel restaurant, was the third 
candidate but received only a 
handful of votes. 

“Downtowners made a_ bad 
choice?’ said Charlebois. “Nick 
Auf der Maur in opposition can- 
not and will never serve the needs 
of downtowners?’ : 

“T never thought losing would be 
the end of my life?? Charlebois 
said. “I’ll be more than happy to 
run again, but a lot of things can 
happen in four years?’ 


Party District Winner Party 
(R indicates re-election) 

MCM 30. Saint-Edouard Jacques Mondou MCM 
MCM 31. Pére-Marquette Denis Beauchamp MCM 
MCM 32. Mile End Konstantinos Georgoulis (R) MCM 
MCM 33. Laurier Robert Perreault (R) MCM 
MCM 34. Jeanne-Mance Michel Prescott (R) MCM 
MCM 35. Plateau-Mont-Royal André Cardinal (R) MCM 
MCM 36. Lorimier Manon Forget MCM 
MCM 37. Sainte-Marie Serge Lajeunesse MCM 
MCM 38. Saint-Jacques Raymond Blain MCM 
MCM 39. Saint-Jean-Baptiste Thérése Daviau (R) MCM 
MCM 40. Ville-Marie John Gardiner (R) MCM 
MCM 41. Peter-McGill Nick Auf Der Maur (R) IND 
MCM 42. Pointe-Saint-Charles Marcel Sévigny MCM 
MCM 43. Saint-Henri Germain Pregent (R) CivP 
MCM 44. Saint-Paul Jean Durivage MCM 
MCM 45. Emard Nicole Caron-Gagnon MCM 
MCM 46. Decarie Sam Boskey (R) MCM 
MCM 47. Loyola Sharon Leslie MCM 
MCM 48. la Confédération Michael Fainstat (R) MCM 
MCM 49. Notre-Dame-Grace Arnold Bennett (R) MCM 
MCM 50. Snowdon Marvin Rotrand (R) MCM 
MCM 51. Cétes-des-Neiges Abe Limonchik (R) MCM 
MCM 52. Darlington Hubert Simard (R) MCM 
MCM 53. Mont Royal Pierre-Yves Melancon (R) MCM 
MDMA 54. Victoria Saulie Zajdel MCM 
MCM 55. Pte-aux-Trembles George Ledoux MCM 
MCM 56. la Rousseliére Ghislaine Boisvert MCM 
MCM 57. Bout- I-lle Jacqueline Bordeleau MCM 
MCM 58. Riviéres-des-Prairies Gilles Berthiaume MCM 
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Small opposition 
Observers concerned: 
is MCM win too much? 


Reaction to Sunday’s MCM 
election victory ranged from con- 
cern to relief. 


Concordia political science pro- 
fessor Arthur Kroker was con- 
cerned about the small opposition. 

“The Civic Party will not be a 
strong opposition for the MCM in 
the coming years. It will be the 
business community and the media 
and the structural electoral process 
that will be its real opposition?’ 
Kroker said. 


“The media dwelled on person- 
ality politics and has damaged the 
whole idea of a collective citizens’s 
movement?’ he said. “The MCM is 
a good party since it is a progres- 
sive democratic movement that 
represents the population that it 
serves?’ 


Edouard Desrosiers, Tory MP 
from Hochelaga-Maisonneuve, 
said “Jean Doré has been consist- 
ent over the years while Claude 
Dupras is much less known. We 
couldn’t expect anything else. Peo- 
ple wanted a change?’ 


Jacques Chagnon, Liberal 


MNA for the downtown district of 
St. Louis, believes it will be benefi- 
cial to have the MCM at city hall. 

“For Doré, it’s been 12 years of 
work which finally permitted him 
to be mayor. I believe he’s the right 
man for Montreal?’ he said. 

None of Montreal’s business 
leaders were afraid of the MCM’s 
coming. Chagnon said Montreal 
will continue to boom. 

“The MCM is well prepared to 
meet international business orgni- 
zations?” he said. 

The former president of I’Asso- 
ciation des Economistes Quebec- 
ois, Gilles Toubert, was very satis- 
fied that Jean Doré was elected 
mayor. 

“A change in municipal admin- 
istration was very nectessary;’ 
Toubert said in a telephone inter- 
view. 

Toubert also said he is not cer- 
tain how the MCM will affect the 
Montreal business sector, but that 
the community will have to give 
Jean Doré a chance. 

The CSN (Centrale des Syndi- 
cats Nationale) central council, 


representing 70,000 workers in 
Montreal, says the MCM’s victory 
shows Montrealers want a change 
from the “undemocratic” admin- 
istration of the Civic Party. 

In a press release, the union says 
it will support any decisions by the 
MCM that improve the condition 
of workers in Montreal. 

Although the Montreal business 
sector did not endorse any candi- 
date, they were not worried by the 
change in administration. 


The president of the Chamber of 
Commerce, Marcel Daoust, said 
earlier in the campaign he was not 
afraid of Doré’s union origins. 

The president of the Montreal 
Estate Board, Gerard Carignan, 
agreed he has no reason to fear 
Jean Doré as mayor. 

The vice-president of the Mont- 
real Board of Trade said “I think 
that the people who have listened 
to Mr. Doré have been collectively 
impressed?’ 

The ailing Jean Drapeau, 70, 
watched results at home, then tele- 
phoned Dupras to say, “that’s life?’ 


Drinkers speak out 


Although few of them seemed to 
realize that Jean Drapeau was not 
in the race, most downtown bar 
patrons approved of the MCM’s 
victory in Sunday’s election. 


At Thursday’s bar on Crescent 
Street, Danielle Marleau, 31, a 
Pratt and Whitney employee, said 
the MCM win was “‘great’’. 


“T have confidence in Doré?’ 
said Marleau’s 50-year-old mother, 
Janine. “It was time for things to 
change and we had to have some- 
body new. Drapeau was good but 
he’s been mayor long enough” 


Across the room, Mrs. Gingras, 
a 43-year-old housewife, was hap- 
py Doré and his party won. 

“He’s a man of class?’ Gingras 
said. “He’s very intelligent; he’s 
young and he’ll do good for the 
city. It bothers me a bit that Dra- 


Claude Dupras 


peau left because he was a good 
mayor.’ 

“I’m pleased Doré won?’ said 
Robert, a doorman at Thursday’s . 
“T think he’s a very efficient man. 
Drapeau’s been mayor for a long 
period of time. Now it’s time for 
him to get out of politics?’ 


“The MCM will be a more dem- 
ocratic party;’ said Jeff Craig, 23,a 
bartender at the Chicago Club. 
Craig said the MCM’s decision not 
to create neighbourhood councils 
is a blow to democracy. 


“Nevertheless?” he said, “I think 
the MCM is progressive?’ 


At Woody’s Pub on Bishop 
Street, Peter Long, 43, a bartender 
and part-time Concordia Univer- 
sity student, was not as enthusias- 
tic as some of his friends about the 
MCM win. 


“I’m a little disappointed that 
the MCM won?’ Long said. “‘Actu- 
ally it doesn’t matter. Both parties 
represent certain power blocks in 
Montreal and this (election) will 
not affect the needs of the working 
class?’ 

At Winnies, one of independent 
candidate Nick Auf der Maur’s 
favorite haunts, reaction was qui- 
et. Until after Auf der Maur’s 
victory by a slim majority was 
announced, reaction to the MCM 
victory was mostly negative. 

“Doré is the best of the worst?’ 
said Bernado Gurbert, a 23-year- 


old businessman. “ I like Drapeau... 


He was good city representative. 
He had charisma?’ 

Across the bar, Marie Pelletier, 
23, summed it all up. “Doré’s 
handsome?’ she said?’ and he seems 
more honest?’ 


Dupras down 
but not out 


A renounced and defeated Claude Dupras 
arrived at his party’s headquarters to face TV 
cameras only two hours after the polls closed. 

Around a small group of family and friends, 
Dupras made a cordial concession speech, but also 
reiterated his intention of remaining the Civic 


Party leader. 


“T was elected chief of the Civic Party and my 
responsibility is now to ensure that the party 
becomes an effective tool of democracy for Mon- 


trealers?’ 


Because he hadn’t run in a district for a city 
,council seat, Dupras leadership would stem from 
outside city hall, “But it will be in the public place 
and it will be on a constant daily basis;’ he says. 
The 54-year-old engineer, who is said to have 
been hand-picked by Drapeau last July to continue 
the Civic Party’s 26 year dynasty, failed to dent 
Jean Doré’s overwhelming popularity. 
“A wave, changes — these things happen and in 
4 years maybe there will be another wave, this one 


for us?’ 


Blanc, Daviau 


Martine Blanc in Octave-Crema- 
zie and Therese Daviau in St. Jean 
Baptiste were two of the MCM’s 15 
women candidates elected Sunday. 

Daviau, with co-candidate Jean 
Doré, won by 3400 votes over Civic 
Party candidate Francine Auclair. 
Blanc beat two-term Civic Party 
incumbent Nicole Gagnon-Laro- 
que. 

Daviau admits Doré’s presence 
was an important factor in their 
overwhelming victory, although 
she believes she also contributed 
greatly to the win. 

“T’ve lived in the area for nine 
years;’ Daviau said. “I know a lot 
of people and I have a lot of 
resources?” 

In her victory speech Blanc 
promised “I will be available in the 
area. We will work on housing, 
public safety, green spaces, and 
also on national issues?’ 

Blanc is active in the area of 
women’s issues. Before becoming a 
candidate for the party she was on 
the MCM committee for the inte- 
gration of women into municipal 
politics in Montreal. This commit- 
tee is partly responsible for the 
MCM policy on several issues, 
including pornography and prosti- 
tution. 

The St. Jean Baptiste district 
will be the first to introduce a 
residents’ parking project, sorely 
needed in this high-density com- 
mercial area. 

The district will also be part of a 
pioneer mini-council made up of 
the six Plateau-Mont Royal dis- 
tricts. A common office for the 
mini-council will be set up in the 
area to encourage more participa- 
tion in municipal politics. 

Some issues of concern for 
Daviau are a moratorium on dem- 


Two of 15 MCM 
Women elected 


Nicole Gagnon-Larocque: 
ousted after two terms. 


olition, installation of more green 
spaces and a safety program for the 
area. 

Blanc would like to see more city 
support for daycare centres. The 
MCM would set an example for the 
city, Blanc said, by providing day- 
care facilities for municipal 
employees. 

“We want to pursue decriminali- 
sation (of prostitution) because it’s 
never the pimps that are arrested; 
it’s the prostitutes;’ Blanc said. 

Blanc also thinks the police 
should be better educated about 
prostitution and the lives of prosti- 
tutes. 

On pornography, Blanc said that 
the MCM would exercise its munic- 
ipal power to control the display of 
pornographic magazines and 
signs. 


Predictions right 


The Montreal Citizens Move- 
ment victory - the polls predicted 
it, Claude Dupras doubted it. 

For the last three months the 
three pollsters, (Centre de recher- 
che sur l’opinion publique CROP, 
Sorecom and the Institute quebec- 
ois d’opinion publique IQOP) 
have been predicting a sweeping 
MCM win. 

In the end, the MCM coasted to 
victory with 67.7 percent of the 
vote compared with the Civic Par- 
ty’s 29.4 per cent. This was 
extremely close to the predicted 
results of 73 per cent (MCM) to 26 
per cent (Civic Party). The MCM 
was also expected to win a majority 
of the city council seats. 

Dupras was quoted in the 
Gazette on November 6 as saying, 
“The only real poll is on election 
day and we may be in for the 
biggest upset since Harry Truman 
defeated Thomas Dewey... It 
seems if these surveys are right — 
which I very much doubt — that 
politics has once again become a 
business of image and illusions?’ 

As each poll came out, Dupras 
seemed to find solace in that he was 
becoming more recognizable to the 
voters as time went on. Two weeks 
after Dupras had taken over from 
Jean Drapeau as leader of the 
Civic Party, 26 percent of the vot- 
ers were able to recognize him. By 


late August, the figure had risen to 
42 per cent. 

At one point, Dupras had 
expected his popularity to turn into 
votes. On September 3, he said in 
the Gazette “‘Let’s just say I’ll pass 
him (Dore) at the last buoy:’ 

Unfortunately for Dupras, sail- 
ing was not the issue. 

Since early August, voters said 
that if an election were held at that 
time, 34 per cent would have voted 
for Jean Doré, while 19 per cent, 
would have chosen Dupras. 

The undecided vote was espe- 
cially high early in the campaign. 
In answer to the same question, 41 
per cent were undecided, with six 
per cent not responding at all. 

At the end of August, 50 per 
cent said they would vote for Doré 
while 23 per cent favored Dupras. 
The undecided vote had dropped 
from 41 per cent to 27 per cent. 
Most of the undecided sided with 
Doré. 

By the end of October, the polls 
predicted that Doré would receive 
73 per cent of the vote, compared 
with 26 per cent for Dupras. They 
also showed the MCM leading 69 
per cent to the Civic Party’s 30 per 
cent. 

Fifty-nine per cent of the eligible 
voters polled said they would vote 
on November 9. 


